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Strange ahd Terrible NEWS Holes roar 


Alton in Hamp- Shit, 


Beihg a full and true Account Qs. -.-:. a. 
Dreadful Temy peſt 
Mongſt alt ci Varieties of Natural Acchdencesit eithis ks our 


Which happened by 
Fear or occafion our Sm TD xi i ee that more 


| Thunder and Lightnin "M 


December 19th, 1686. 
A of the methods that the Alofighty aj ape er <P 


to the World, there are more manifeſt figns of Hismercy and wildnes; 
ellen and Difpleafure, as the Reader my find in Zr het Re- 


] On the Nineteemh of of December, 1696; at Athn in Hanis ther 
wa fach a Tempeſt, that for the ſtrangeneſs +3 Its *Ircuml Arices can ap 
riel'd in any Hiſtory 5 whether We conſider the violence of the Storm, 
or f kewarion or the favourable' Exit it made. On Sunday when the Reve- 
rend Miniſter of the Pariſh was towards the latter end of his Prayer before 
| Srmon, it grew 0n a fudgen fo exceeding dark that the People could hardly 
| liſcern one another, and immediately after happened ſuch flaſhes. of Lighming 
hat the whole Chutch ſeemed to be in a bright Flame z the ſurprize of _ 
gregation was exceeding great, eſpecially when two Balls of Fire thag 
mdetheir entry at the Eaſtern Wall, paſsd through the body of the Church, 
kavihg behind 'em © great a Smoke; and fmell of Brithſtone, as is ſcarce able 
to be expteſt. . The People endeavour'd all they could to_get out of the. 
Chnrch, and as it generally happens in ſuch occaſions, the Throng and Preſſing 
arthe Door was ſo great and tumultuous, that it was a confiderable time before 
they got out 3 ſorne of them fajated away in the Church, as namely the Clerk, 
who, when he came to himſclt; ery'd out, Good People where be gee 3 ſome 
wounded m the Church-yard, and others in their own Houſes, fo great an 
impreſſioa had the Tempeſt made on them. In ſhort, both within and with- 
or, the cry of Women and Children was exceeding afirightful ; bur to the 
everlaſting remembrance of ſo ſtrange an event, none were killed,  Lightzing 
and Thunder cannot go a hairs breadth beyond the Ay; f Conmiſſ ao Winds 
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Thus for the Relation of the Tempeſt in General z come we now to the 
articular Damages it wrought: it broke a hole through the Tower about the 
_ of a Cannon-Bullet-hole, and went away by the brim of the great Bell; 
it melted above fixty foot of Wire, and pafling down into the Clock-room. 
removed ſeyeratBoards, \and threw a Stond from off the top. of a Pillar down 
among the People, making at the ſame time as great a noile as the largeſt 
Piece of Ordpance in Ergland. It has ſhatter'd and broke the Windows al} 
round h<Chth ard likewiſe 4 very ſubſtantia} ſtrong Door that goes into 
the Tower. Alfo it cameirat a Door upon the Leads, ſhaking down a great 
part of the Wall, ang fetring ( as tis ſuppoſed ) the middle Loft on Fire, 
which by the timely care of the People was immediately quench'd and ſup- 
prefied. The Weather-Cack. was carrieq quite pay. and the Hand and 
Boords bel cing/to the-Clock fell among the Congfegation. Several Houſes 
in, ?4hor wet fo extreamly ſhook with the violence.-of the Storm, that the 
P-ople ran out. of Doors, fearing their Houſes would fall upon their Heads, 
William Hamman a Shooe-maker had his Head broke, as likewiſe Foſeph Eſments. 
The Niniſfter ( whoſe name 1s Mr. Henry Butler, and who juſtifies the truth of 
the whole Relation ) Had Bis Eyc-brows ſinged with the Lightning 3 his Eyes 
were extrcamly fore by the burning that happened 3 as ſeveral others of the 
Pariſh, that ſhared with him in this unfortunate Accident. The Wall behind 
the Pulpit has ſuffered much damage; the Steeple was ſet on Fire, which was 
ſoon extinguiſhed by the induſtry of the Townſmen. To give you the words 
of a Gentleman that had the Curiofity to go and view the Ruins ſome tew 
daics afterwards; I wcver in my life { ſaies he ) ſaw a Sight fo- dreadfal" and 
artating 5 and found my ſelf extreamly concernd to ſee the Walls ( ſome where. 
of are ſix or eight Foot wide and ſquare ) ſhatterd and rent after ſuch a 4ſ- 
ral manner ; I touched the Wall about the Breach, and the Stones crumbled under 
wy, Fingers. The Thunder-Clap put the People in ſuch a Coaſternation, that few of 
them were able to. give a ſatisfaFory account of the matter, &Cc. 

'To eonclude, as. we have great reaſon to admire the infinite goodneſs and 
mercy of. the Lord upon this.occalion 3 ( not one fingle perſon being killed, 
tho ſome were wounded ) ſo we ought to apply the caſe home to our ſelves; 
and by a timely quitting our ſinful courſes, avert thoſe Judgments that other- 
wiſe will alavektably fall upon us. Some of our Neighbouring Nations ( as 
the Gazette has inform'd us ) have ſufficiently ſmarted under Heavens difplea- 
fure. ' The better part of Friezeland lies covered with the Water : whole Vil- 
lages and Towns ſwept away by the Deluge 3 and ſomepart of the Caſtle of 
Sr, Angelo at Rome carried by the force of the Inundation. Let Atheiſts and 
Hypocrites beware in time, and return to the performance of thoſe Duties, 


which they are obliged to do as men, and as Chriſtians : For thoſe that willnot 


hſten to the Voice of the Lord in His Scriptures, ſhall hear, againſt their wills, 
His Voice in Thunder ; and thoſe that are not to be reduced by the Almighties 
Clemency, muft be reclaimed by a Judgrfent. 


Witneſſed by 
Willians Hamman, 
Tohn Deane, 


FFillian Conſtance, Sexton. 
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